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FOR KARL SANDELIN FROM RICHARD WILSON 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EING, ET 

SUB J : KALAMAZOO SPICE 

REF: STATE 049232 

BEGIN TEXT. 

AT MAKONNEN TELEPHONE ME MARCH 10 TO ADVISE THAT HE HAS 
25 TONS OF OLEORESON READY FOR SHIPMENT BUT THAT THUS 
FAR LETTER OF CREDIT WHICH, ACCORDING TO ATO MAKONNEN, 
YOU AGREED TO OPEN PER TELEX OF FEBRUARY 26, HAS NOT 
YET BEEN ESTABLISHED WITH ETHIOPIAN BANKS. MAKONNEN 
SAID HE TELEPHONED YOU MARCH 9 AND THAT YOU INTENDED TO 
LOOK INTO STATUS OF THE LETTER OF CREDIT. HE SAID THAT 
OWING TO THE DELAY IN OPENING LETTER OF CREDIT SHIPPING 
SCHEDULES WORKED OUT WITH ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES HAVE NOW 
BEEN MISSED. WITH REGARD TO YOUR QUERY AS TO OPERATION 
OF ETHIOPIAN PLANT, I HAVE NOT MADE ON-SIGHT INSPECTION 
BUT HAVE NO REASON TO DOUBT ATO MAKONNEJS REPORT RE 
OLEORESIN READY TO SHIP. AS FAR AS SECURITY CON- 
DITIONS ARE CONCERNED, THERE ARE CURRENTLY NO 
DIFFICULTIES IN TRANSPORTING CHILIS FROM BUTAIIRA 
TO ADDIS. END TEXT. 
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